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Kelly Belknap was recently promoted to
applications scientist for the Food, Phar-
maceutical and Personal Care Technical
Services group at Grain Processing Cor-
poration. She received her B.S. degrees in
food science and nutritional science from
Towa State University. Belknap joined the
company in 2006 as an associate scientist
and served three years as a sales adminis-
trator in the Customer Service Department.
Patrick M. Homoelle has been promoted
from vice president, Alcohol Division,
to senior vice president, sales, at Grain
Processing Corporation. Homoelle gradu-
ated with a B.A. degree from Ohio State
University. He joined the company in 2004
and has more than 30 years of experience
in the chemical and ingredients business.

Kelly Belknap Patrick M. Homoelle

Irfan Hashmi re-
cently joined Grain-
Corp Operations in
Sydney, Australia, as
the technical milling
advisor.

Irfan Hashmi

February 7-8, 2012
Fort Worth, Texas U.S.A.

B Formulating Healthy Foods

Acquisition

Plaza Belmont Fund II LLC, majority
owner and leading middle-market private
equity firm, has sold the tortilla-production
assets of Casa de Oro Foods LLL.C, Omabha,
NE, to GRUMA Corporation, a subsidiary
of Mexican GRUMA, S.A.B. de C.V., for
US$20 million. GRUMA also acquired
the inventories, brand, and customer list
related to Casa’s tortilla business. Casa
manufactures wheat flour tortillas for
leading foodservice companies, processed
food companies, and retailers in the United
States and Canada under Casa owned and
licensed brand names as well as private
label brands. This acquisition will expand
and strengthen GRUMA'’s tortilla business
in the United States and is part of a strategy
to take advantage of opportunities and
synergies in the United States. www.
gruma.com/ving/nuestrasemp/nuestras_
empresas-grumacorp.asp

Expansion

Barilla has announced the launch of the
Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition
(BCEN) in the United States. BCFN was
initially founded in 2009 in Italy as an
international multidisciplinary resource
center on topics related to food, nutrition,
the environment, and food security, as
well as related issues such as economics,
medicine, and sociology. BCFN is
working to address these topics through
the development of concrete research and
findings for government leaders and
policymakers around the world to use as a
relevant and meaningful resource. www.
barillacfn.com/en
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B Food Extrusion
February 20-22, 2012
Stuttgart, Germany

Learn More and Register Today!
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284 / NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2011, VOL. 56, NO. 6

2012

16-18. First ICC India International
Grain Conference. New Delhi, India. E-
mail: anita.habershuber@icc.or.at; Web-
site: http://india2012.icc.or.at.

7-8. AACC Intl. Short Course: Formu-
lating Healthy Foods. Fort Worth, TX,
U.S.A. E-mail: aacc@aacc.org; Website:
www.aaccnet.org/continuingeducation/
HealthyFoods.asp.

20-22. AACC Intl. Short Course: Food
Extrusion. Stuttgart, Germany. E-mail:
aacc@scisoc.org; Website: www.aaccnet.
org/continuingeducation.

21-23. International Scientific Confer-
ence on Bacteriocins and Antimicrobial
Proteins — BAMP2012. KoSice, Slovakia.
E-mail: info@Dbacteriocin-conference.net;
Website: www.bacteriocin-conference.net.

20-23. Asian Noodle Technology and
Ingredient Application Short Course.
Portland, OR, U.S.A. E-mail: ghou@wm-
cinc.org; Website: www.wmcinc.org.

May

7-9. S5th International Dietary Fibre
Conference. Rome, Italy. E-mail: anita.
habershuber@icc.or.at. Website: df2012.
icc.or.at.

12-16. 116th Annual IAOM Conference
& Expo. Spokane, WA, U.S.A. E-mail:
shannon.henson @iaom.info; Website:
www.iaom.info.

July

28—August 1. World Brewing Congress
2012. Portland, OR, U.S.A. Website:
www.worldbrewingcongress.org.

30-October 3. AACC International
Annual Meeting. Hollywood, FL, U.S.A.
Website: www.aaccnet.org/meetings.



